Reperfusion and reperfusion injury in acute myocardial infarction.
Recognition of the clinical markers of reperfusion and comprehension of the effects of reperfusion injury in acute myocardial infarction provide a unique challenge for today's critical care nurse. In this article we will explore the processes of reperfusion injury. A review of relevant literature and presentation of a clinical case study and care plan will enable the critical care nurse to construct a larger knowledge base and assist in the nursing management of patients with acute myocardial infarction. Evaluation and treatment of reperfusion and reperfusion injury remains under investigation, but through the skills of assessment, planning, and intervention the critical care nurse can coordinate prompt and appropriate care to the patient with an acute myocardial infarction.